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On Nov. 3, Cuba and Russia signed a series of new agreements on trade and economic cooperation.
The accords which constitute the most important agreements reached between the two countries
since the breakup of the Soviet Union last year stress that future bilateral relations will be based
on "universally accepted principles of international trade." The pact, signed in Russia by Cuban
Vice President Lionel Soto and Aleksandr Shokhin, Russia's deputy prime minister for foreign
economic affairs, include creation of a joint economic and scientific cooperation council, a new
protocol for trade exchanges and payments in 1993 and agreements on shipping. According to a
joint communique, priority will be given to new forms of economic relations such as bartering,
industrial cooperation and joint ventures. Although negotiations must continue, the accords also
include provisions for a future deal whereby Cuba would trade sugar for Russian oil. Until 1989,
similar contracts allowed Cuba to export about 4 million MT of sugar per year to the Soviet Union,
receiving in return about 13 million MT of crude oil. In addition, both sides are jointly seeking
a third partner to help complete a nuclear power station originally being built in Cuba with aid
from the former Soviet Union. President Fidel Castro suspended construction on the plant on Sept.
5, saying Cuba could not afford the terms offered by the Russian government. (See Chronicle,
09/17/92). Among other things, both countries also agreed to maintain an electronic intelligencegathering station on the island that had previously been operated by the Soviet armed forces but
is now the responsibility of the Russian government. The station, located at Lourdes, was believed
to be the Soviet military's biggest electronic intelligence installation in the western hemisphere
during the cold war years. On Nov. 6, Cuba also signed two new technical and cultural cooperation
agreements with Venezuela. The technical accord is aimed at exploring joint economic development
projects of mutual interest to both nations, while the cultural pact authorizes an interchange of
folkloric groups and artists. The Cuban and Venezuelan foreign ministries also agreed to eliminate
visa requirements for their citizens. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 11/03/92, 11/06/92; New York
Times, 11/04/92; Notimex, 11/09/92)
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